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State legislators get grim view
of meth use in documentary

By JENNIFER McKEE
Gazette State Bureau

HELENA — Crystal, a skinny,
pocked Kalispell methamphetamine
addict, walks into the bathroom of a
cheap hotel and injects a vial of meth
into her neck.

“I can’t even feel my face,” she
says. “It’s like the biggest head rush
in the world.”

Thus begins “Montana Meth,” an
upcoming HBO documentary shot
entirely in the state. The hourlong
movie, an offshoot of the Montana
Meth Project, made its world debut
Wednesday in a joint meeting of the
Montana House and Senate.

Some lawmakers were visibly
disturbed by its raw reality.

Tom Siebel, a successful software
businessman with a home in
Montana, conceived of the Meth
Project two years ago. Siebel, the
executive director of the documen-
tary and who has given extensively
to charities in Montana, spoke to
lawmakers just before the movie
began rolling on an enormous
screen erected in a darkened
Montana House.

Methamphetamine directly costs
taxpayers in this state $50 million,
Siebel said, with indirect costs up to
$100 million. But his anti-meth pro-
gram — perhaps best-known for its
graphic billboards and television ads

— has helped stigmatize meth use
among Montana teenagers, leading
to a drop in meth use even as the
drug spreads in popularity else-
where.

“In Montana, meth use is down
and it’s down dramatically;” he said.

The movie captures Montana
meth users in their own words, like
many of the Meth Project advertise-
ments, showing them getting high in
fetid apartments. They describe how
they traded their health for meth,
and how girls traded their bodies for
the addictive stimulant.

One Bozeman addict, who is now
clean of meth, said she would often
exchange sex for meth, describing in
uncomfortable detail how she let
men abuse her, pouring hot wax on
her and making cuts in her body.

Another Kalispell woman, obvi-
ously pregnant, weeps as she
describes shooting up while preg-
nant, even as she was aware that the
drug could “blow up” her baby’s tiny
heart.

“T just can’t believe I did it,” the
young woman Says.

The movie featured addicts
mostly in Kalispell, Bozeman and
Great Falls, and the film, shot entire-
ly during the winter, captures the sad
futility of life for the addicts.

One of the major characters is
“Graham,” a 16-year-old from
Kalispell, with expressionless dark

eyes, a dry mop of reddish hair he
has long ago stopped caring for,
gaunt cheeks and an irritated com-
plexion. '

“It’s hard core,” he says. “It eats
your muscles.”

The movie looks at many aspects
of meth — users, those in recovery,
the efforts of law enforcement to
corral the problem. Finally, it turns
toward solutions, featuring a drug
treatment court in Bozeman, where

addicts try to stay clean in exchange
for staying out of prison — and fresh
start at dignity.

It also looks at the problem of
meth on Montana’s seven American
Indian reservations.

One Crow educator said the drug
is so cheap, so prevalent and so
destructive, she calls it a plague and
wonders aloud why white and
Indian parents can’t fight it together.

At times, lawmakers visibly
recoiled from some of the images,
particularly one in which a prison
dentist rips out one of the few
remaining teeth in the mouth of a
woman serving a meth-related sen-
tence.

The movie seemed to stick with
lawmakers long after the viewing.

House Speaker Scott Sales, R-
Bozeman, said he found the film
shocking but compelling.

“This is a realm that we don't
delve into on a regular basis,” he said.






